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of our membership in Hedergtion matters, 


a ae fook hes as planned, but as in all 
here there is an answer to prayer, it turned 
r more wonderful than iio of us, at least, had 
: D. 


s who will reeheuty be students again, having 
finished their last course. se friends to some 


an ad Seo uskeast About 120 aad were concern- 
ether. Last year, at Aburi, there were 40, and 
vious year, at Aburi, there were 20. I was not 
t last year, and present only for part of the time 
"previous year. There is a connection between all 
conferences, and at the same time, there was 
ent of something new this year. The setting 
, and the nets. wwere cast wider. We must 


n “- of us concerned this year were bioberking 
nething new, and our confidence in what would 
omplished even through us was not great. We 
te a lot about the outcome, and we prayed 
bout it. The answer was almost overwhelming. 
never forget the Spirit that moved through the 
Conference, from beginning to end, in the meet- 


branches and denominations worked together 
at goodwill. Some of the students, new to 
worked themselves almost to a standstill, 
look out of doors was to see someone, | student or 

¢ d, going about the business of the Conference, 
We had a goodly share of the fun asso- 


é ah had walked in my door one day saying 
0 uld like to be with us} and-he served us 
fasten. a member of the Achimota S.C.M. 


College authorities have been most 


ae a of the Conference, or rather at a 
acil Meeting just before, Miguel Ribeiro 
the job of Secretary to George. Oddoye, 
me of them at least may be sending you 


: ster-Paton was elected Chairman of 
for the ensuing year, with Miguel 


sions and worship. The students from 


h such events as. well, The Assistant Scout. 


Credit notices are not required. i 


Australia ~ ( 
From the Intercollegian : 


Two elements in the Melbourne. May ‘conference 
combined to turn the attention of the 5.C.M. to its 
prayer life. One was the presence of John Coleman. 
“He made us realize,” writes Roy Bradley, “that we 
were not interceding for the needs and difficulties of 
our Federation fellowship in other countries as vitally, 
as we should.” The other element was the subject of 
the conference. In seeing more clearly what “Obedience 
to Christ in the University” required of us, and what 
difficulties we must face, we saw that our prayer life 
must be vitally connected with our witness to the 
Lordship of Christ. All too often we are ineffective 
because we rely on our own strength. 

Three morning devotionals wére already being held, 
and it was decided to hold another of a slightly different 
kind on/Tuesday evenings. While retaining the ordered__ 
approach in worship, we decided to lengthen the time 
for intercessory prayers, and to make it open for 
anyone who wished to join in. The experiment has 
proved a great success — some have prayed extempore, 
others have prepared short prayers beforehand. The 
vital link between our worship and our work has been 
strengthened. - 

The Sydney. S.C.M. Committee recently had a 
longish discussion on the nature of missions, their 
usefulness and place in a year’s programme. The deci- 
sion to hold a mission in 1949 was re-affirmed, and it 
was felt that the stress should be-on clear presentation 
of Christian doctrine. Ivan Wilson says, “there was 
disagreement early in the discussion, arising chiefly 
from confusion in interpreting ‘doctrine’ as though it 
were equivalent to ‘doctrines of the Church’. The 


discussion of this point led to a clearer understanding.” 


Instead of the usual Committee Retreat, a Retreat 
for members generally is planned for the beginning of 
September. It is hoped that this will bring to a much 
larger group a sense of unity as well as knowledge of 
the work to be done for the Mission. 


Germany 


Frotn @ report on a visit in June to the Studentengemeinde 
in Germany by Joan Wright of the British S.C.M. : 


.. In some places lectures began at 7 a.m., others 
at 8 a.m., and continued through the day till 6 p. m. 
or 7 p,m. Science students have to do their practical 
work in the mornings as there is no gas at certain 
times of the day, usually between 2 p. m. and 6 p.m. 
In many places some students have to stand all through 
the lectures as there are not enough chairs and not even 
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room to sit down on the floor. Gattingen w wa ei. aye 
college or university that I visited that had not been | 


damaged... Then too there is the shortag: pof text-- |) 


books and paper, scientific apparatus , ¢ic. It is no 
small wonder that students have littletime for college 
societies — I noted the emptiness of the common 
rooms — in places where they had them there was 
little social life and opportunity of really getting to 
know people. Yet,dmidst all this the *t 
gemeinde exists ad is growing. 

.In Berlin I fhad two meetings with groups of 
apuinlentel one with the men which lasted from 8 p-m. 
to midnight on/night. First I talked about the British 
S.C.M., its settp and work, and then a. great deal of 
time was s‘fent discussing the political situation in 
Britain and/ of course, “East und West” which was a 
burning qufstion at that time in Berlin. F rom there 
we came €n to the responsibility of the Christian in 

politics. I/felt that the students were rather guarded 


- in expressipg their opinions. At the end of the meeting | 


one studer said that the thing that had meant most 
to him wag to hear a perfectly free, frank and sincere 
expression) of opinion from me. This shook me not a 

' jittle, for jhere was somebody, and his feelings were 
shared by the whole group, who was thanking me for 

g which was perfectly natural and which I 
hs ook for granted. I for one am not thankful 
so ous for the privilege which I have of beimg able 
~~~ to say what I think at all times and in all places. 


Here again I spoke about the British 5.C.M. end then 
we had a general discussion. and questions. This time 
there were no political questions — our subject of 

discussion being the Royal Family, women students in 
England, their way of life and dress, etc. and the 
relationship between men and women in this country 
and the part women play in the life of the nation. 
~The women in Germany have to take a back séat and 
- I felt it was pathetic when the girl students ; thanked 
me for spending three hours with the women’s circle, 
saying that they never thought I would make time or 
_ want to spend time with them. They thought 1 T would 
_ be'spending all my time with the men students hecause 

_ they were more important ! . 

. As a result of their isolation many Germans tend 
to PRES self-pitying, self-centred and insular in their 
outlook. The difference between the students who had 
been P.O.W.s in America and England or who had 


travelled outside Germany since the war, and those who | 


had been in Germany all their lives, was very marked. 
at eee The people who have invited P.O.W.s into their homes 
and had contact with them performed a valuable 
service. These men were much more. understanding of 
the affairs of the world and were not always erying 
“Why don’t you all do something for us.” Their sense of - 
responsibility had been awakened. I felt that as a 
result of such contacts and visits from members of the 
W.S.C.F. some students were more “outward looking” 


than last year. There seemed to be a lot of aie: 


_ faction with the political parties in Germany — at least 
amongst those interested in politics. Many said that a 
new German party was needed as none of the present 
ones were representative. It is my impression that such 
political dissatisfaction is leading to a revival of Comer: 
netipnalne in many jlaadeea 


Indonesia “I 


From a. letter of Johannes Abineno : 


“Herewith I will try to give you a bribt survey 
-- regarding the activities which have been done’ by . 
Si & M. K.I. (S.C.M, for Indonesian-speaking de 


oe Saat with ou and e otk 


paonten- __-we realize that we cannot do our duty 


“f “1947 is one of ihe teonblesnie year . 


- contacts and connections are- broken with our o 


. branches so that we did not know anything about thei 


these material difficulties were not the only ones. — 

the spiritual life we were facing greater difficulti 
. Most of our members were attacked by doubt, — ¥ 
_ only with regard to the leading of God, but also 0 


I had a meeting with the women students too. - 


_ the Lord at last in His leading. They are realizing that — 


_ The subjects. discussed are : 


the world shall we be in a posi 
difficulties both material as well 
now prevailing this time so that we c 
as Christian students and be living 
in the student world here in Indone 
our task is not easy, especially in 


_ Strength. We praise the Lord and thank you u that 
never forget us in your prayers and we ho e tha 
_ will endure for ever. ‘ 


y the P.M.K.L., both materially and spi 
to war between the Dutch and Indon 


situation for a long time. Even in Djakarta we co 
‘not work as we had hoped because our members: co 
not attend our meetings. This was owing to the f 
that most of the buildings of the republican 
schools are occupied by the Dutch so that it 
impossible for them to continue their study and 
were obliged to work or to sell for a bare living. 


righteousness, justice, etc. — 

“But beside this dark aspect 1947 ale has a i 
one. In their doubts they were wrestling with 
Lord personally for generally there were no pasto 
helping them in this struggle. Most of them are retur- — 
ning to our meetings. They are seeing the justice of 


behind all happenings in this time is the mighty hand 
of the Lord. The world is not abandoned to its fat om 
and destiny. a hereby kindly ask you to remember 
always in your prayers. 

“And now follows a brief sport of our activities 
1947, 


I. Bible study : we could do it very panes Fey 
of attention in connection with the sinking just st 
above, so that we could explain only two epistles: iz. 
Galatians and Philippians under the eae 
Rev. de Fretes. — ee) 


II. Debating group : this group raid not ae as 
had hoped. At the beginning before the war (July 1 
there was much interest, but later on it was gene 5 


* 


1. Christianity and Dares (J. Maritain), nde | 
_ Tine Fransz, 5 nt 


2. Christianity and other religions, under 
Fretes. 2 


TIL. Lectures : we are pleased to report here 
part has succeeded mostly. The sees 
spoken of are as follows : 


1. Students and social life, oe Prof. Lage an. 
. Belief and Science, by J. L. Ch. Abineno. + 

$ Meaning of Easter for us, by Dr. Leimena. 

. Assurance and Doubt, by Prof. Moelia. — 


. Experiences from Oslo, by Tamaela and 
gan. 


6. Y.W.C.A. éonferetice tn | Hanchow, b 
Asch van Wijk.” Pe 


(We just heard the good news thes hoee ae 
and C,S.V. [S.C.M. for Dutch-speaking students: 
working together for the meperetign of ‘the | 
p dans ‘igi g) i ae i sine 
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where he went to participate in the National 
erence of the Italian Movimento Cristiano Degli 
enti in the first week of November : - re 
e old S.C.M. in Italy which was begun about 1906 
suppressed by the Fascists in 1932. Both Philippe 
ury and Marie-Jeanne de Haller have visited Italy 
since the war. Their chief accomplishment was to 
_ interest Prof. Giorgio Peyronel in the Federation, for 
he has pushed ahead with such energy that this year 
at the conference at Milan over forty students and 
_ professors representing groups in Turin, Milan, Florence, 
me and Venice set up an S.C.M. by officially appoin- 
a National Committee. . rs 
conference was held at the end of the examination 
d so that most students were free and many who 
come into Milan to write their examinations had 
t yet returned home. “The theme of the conference, 
hich lasted three days, was “Community”. It took 
of seminars for the students in the afternoon, 
which about forty were present, with public addresses 
estion periods in the evening, which were attended 
Bf oat one hundred and fifty. 
In a discussion on the task of ‘the Movement it was 
asserted that first, it must train leaders for the Pro- 
i at Churches and secondly, it must be an open 
fellowship which could carry on effective evangelistic 
‘among the large mass of Italian students who 
no real Christian commitment. Alberto Cabella, 
new secretary, asserted that the Movement must 
real incarnation of ecumenism for only so can it 
make a contribution to the essential task of 
ag the Churches in Italy together. ~ 
ough only about 0,2 % of the Italians are Pro- 
t, and 99,6 % are supposed to be Roman Catholic, 
told that somewhere around 80 % of the students 
ened atheists and opposed to the Church. 
[ovement will have its spiritual base among the 
testants, especially the Waldensians, Methodists 
Baptists, but it will be in no sense anti-Catholic. 
d I was delighted by the vigour of the Waldensians 
I met and surprised to learn that they now 
nine congregations in Sicily, but I was struck by 
et that all the responsible leaders of the Church 
hom I spoke were quite out-spoken in resisting 
cal anti-clericalism which has been so marked 


ms after listening to one hundred people 
sing in the public square of Turin at 11.30 p. m., 
t no Italian Christian can take refuge in the pietist 
that Christianity has no bearing on politics ! 
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Ba. \ ‘Taiwan (Formosa) | 
= letter ; | 4 ; s te : ; 

ad Dr. Hwang Siu-chi with us here in Formosa 
our All-Taiwan conference held in beautiful 
She was a perfect leader-choice for this 


y area she had the same Church background 
pung folk here and of course speaks the same 
Bt onference was an Oslo follow-up. 
_the Ee Bible study passages from Moses, 
> John, Paul and the Master Himself. 
series! The response to the invitation 
et-together was almost overwhelming. 
e@ an open invitation, expecting 
— an increase of 200 over last year. 
do you think came? 1,380! "The 
pus facilities and organising ability 
ely nature helped with heavenly 
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for in Italy since 1870. Another of my vivid — 


Brought up in English Presbyterian circles in 
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weather and former Japanese regimentation equipped 
them to take the crowding. A 6 by 3 straw mat for a 
bed, laid anywhere; a bowl and chop-sticks, and a. 
tooth-brush are all Formosan youth require for con- 
ference equipment. Fortunately also, previous confe- 
rence experiences had produced enough capable leaders 
to handle the crowd. For study periods we divided the 
people into 45 groups. Just over one third were women 
and nearly two hundred were university students. 
I had hoped Tommy (Winburn Thomas) could have 
been with us for the event but he couldn’t work in the 
time. He would have enjoyed it because all understood 
and spoke Japanese though Chinese, mandarin and 
Amoy were the languages of the conference. I wanted 
him to see Formosa, and Tamsui particularly as a 
possible centre for some Hast Asia meeting in the 
future. fi \ 


China 
From the report of a visit to Peiping by Kiang Wen-han : 


We had a Student Secretaries’ Retreat on June 22. 
The purpose was to get a common understending of 
the situation and discover our specific Christian task 
among students. It was pointed out that the students 
in China today are extremely politically-minded. They 
like to talk about realities and their realities are 


unavoidably political. They insist that everything be ~*~ 


related to such realities. Hence, if religion does not 
touch the realities and is concerned only about personal 
salvation, it will not get a hearing among the more 
thinking students. Students”are not satisfied with the 
‘status quo’, and are quite confident of the dawn of a 
new situation. Since they have very little to lose in 
the transfer from the present to the future, they are 
not at a'l disturbed or depressed. They even derive a 
new courage from their” messianic’expectations. 


The $.C.M. is handicapped by{the limited help from” 


the secretaries who are overloaded with the tremendous 
relief programme. The Fellowship groups in Railway 
Administration College and Chao Yang University are 
reported to be weak because the staff has not had time 
to give them help and ‘guidance. The Fellowships’ in 
National Peking University, National Normal College, 
National Tsinghua University and Fu Ren (Catholic) 
University fare better just ‘because some secretaries 
can give them concentrated assistance. But when we 
think of the total of 12 colleges (18,000 students) and 


_98 middle -schools (50,000 students) in Peiping, the 
- $.C.M.- has barely touched the surface of the student 


body. Theologically speaking, the S.C.M. has a difficult 
task since it does not spread a fixed creed but seeks 
to relate the living Christ to the present realities. This 
requires hard thinking along with a steady faith. We 
need knowledge of the situation as well as zeal for 
eternal truths. Such a combination of knowledge and 
zeal is not easy, but necessary. 

The vitality of the S.C.M. lies in its missionary 
approach.’ Its groups must be open to non-Christian 
students because this is the most effective way of 
leading them to Christ. The Christians cannot just 
live in their own “small circles.” We strengthen our- 
selves by sharing the “Gospel” with the others, But . 
our sharing would mean very little unless;the “Gospel 
also speaks of their situation.” 

As student secretaries, we must cling to the following 
guiding principles : (1) Our sole task is to preach and 
accept the Lordship of Christ. Christ is to be proclaimed 
as Lord in politics but the nature of our task is non- 
political. (2) In our work we cannot exclude studenis - 
on political grounds. Political-minded students need the 
Christian Gospel just as much as those who claim to 
be pious and religious. (3) Our work among students | 
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requires a sympathetic tudeeabancetta ant Sang of 
student problems and needs. We are coneerned with 
all phases of their lives. (4) Student one must be 
rooted in the schools. Therefore, we must spend most 
of our time in the schools in order to help the students 
to build up fellowship groups for Christian life and 
service. ¥ 

4 The most important intercollegiate event is the 
annual Summer Conference. This year as in the last 
two years, the Peiping Student Summer Conference 
was held in Lu Ho Middle School in Tungchow, 13 miles 
from Peiping. It was attended by more than 130° 
students from $ different universities. I was at the 
Conference /frorn July 4 to 8. Then I flew back to 
Shanghai pn July 9 in order to attend the Nanking 
Student fummer Conference at Chi Hsia Shan from 
July 10 jo 13. The Nanking Conference was attended 
by 140 students from 11 colleges. In both Ei Peiping 
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WORLD STUDENT RELIEF 


Student wika’s in China 


Owing to swiftly moving events in China, it is impor- 
tant tg’ remember not only that it is impossible to give 
ad 

_Ahat some of these projects may become impracticable, 
others not listed may become urgent, and above all, 
that the centers where refugee students need emergency 
‘relief may change rapidly. Therefore, colleges ear- 
_marking projects for China should note that circum- 
stances may make it necessary to allocate their funds 
to some other project which has since become more 
urgent within the same area. 

There are many areas where there are. universities 
in need. The National Student Relief Committee, 


—. through no fault of its own, has been forced to define 


. 
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a new policy for a strictly limited number of universities 
simply because it is faced with a totally new situation 
where its income is severely reduced. Funds from 
all other large relief agencies outside China have 
ceased. N.S.R.C. now relies entirely on W.5.R. aid to 
carry on its tremendousifask of helping some thousands 
of Chinese students, Its budget this~year is a pro- 
gramme of priorities containing many projects that 
are urgent, but only what N.S.R.C. considered the 
“most vital of these have been listed. There are 18 
student centers; only ten have been listed as requiring 
grants because N.S.R.C. felt that funds for these only 
might be forthcoming. All need help, but in these ten 
the projects begun by students are of such value that 
N.S.R.C, hopes in some way to be able to continue 
helping them. Projects in the other centers have had 
to cease temporarily unless W.S.R. can give greater 
assistance. No new projects, for which there is a great 
need, have been budgeted and many existing ones, even 
for the ten centers listed, have been drastically cut. 
For instance, work relief students are employed now 
only in student centers and on nutrition aid projects. 
This means a great reduction in numbers given help 
in. this way, and also means that there is now no guaran- 


“ tee that the remuneration paid will meet the costs of 


O Father God, in this time of deepening agony grant 
that we may rest our faith constantly in the living 
_ foundation of Thy Church, Jesus Christ our Lord. By 
undivided loyalty to our Saviour enable us to cast 
away any seed of vacillation or unbelief. Inspire us 
with hope in Thee so that we shall not succumb to 
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ate details of the suggested projects but also. 


A PRAYER BY A CHINESE S. C.M. LEADER em 


Printed hy Fh Mae ay Lausanne 


‘were not sufficient Christian adds 


sche when the need of students ee i 
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constituted the majority. A 
Chi Hsia Shan, the students fr 
gical Seminary came to me tos 
to withdraw en bloc because the 
rence was too much dominated by 
students. I wish however to 
keeness on the part of the non- j 
get an understanding of the Christian 

regret I have is that in the Nanking 


programme. I felt a real loss that the § 
students did not choose to stay and help 01 
is a country of mostly non-Christian ie 
is no reason to shirk our evangelisti 
The Peiping Conference had a fairl 
Christian workers hs conducted 


Most of the projects for China will be a 
through one of the ‘eighteen local student re 
mittees. Pye or vat 


a) Aid to refugee students. ebaucns: are pour 
the northern university cities and particul 
Peiping from the North East and Manchuriz 
supplies are scarce for the surrounding countryside 
mostly under army occupation and, as a conseque 
prices are rising at an alarming rate. Refugees C0: 
down from Mukden swell the crowds livin 
and any other accommodation they can | 
Peiping. Other refugees have found their 
Nanking, Soochow and Hangchow so that all 
cities face the problem of refugee pe ae 7: 
midst. Aid to refugee students is listed as 
by N.S.R.C. It includes chiefly i ia 
winter clothing and food. i 

b) Ongoing relief for students. Their neec 
decreased. The families of many are in moi 
financial straits than during the war 
cut off from home by the spread of th 
Many relief organisations have ceased 
others have changed their policies s 
longer benefit. Government subsidi 
a fraction of needs. The chief ae ar 
financing student employment, food and n 
books and magazines, students medical 

c) Aid for the continuance of : 
planned to continue those projects\t 
proved their worth in the past, when operat 
student centers in the chief unive ity ¢ 
category are projects for making r 
running medical clinics and for con uing fr 
for poor children , the oe 
teachers. 


despair in the face of the assertion of 's 
or the breakdown of secular order. 
Thy love so that we may show forth Thy lo 
in our ministry and service to all men. 
regard us as their enemies or their friends. I 
of our ee Pie: Leek as Ame ae “i 


